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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on July 9, 
2008 has been entered. 

Claims 1-10 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -1 0 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

3. The declaration filed on March 24, 2008 under 37 CFR 1 .131 is sufficient to 
overcome the Kim reference, especially in light of the claims submitted on July 9, 2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 7 recites that a credit card server denies a transaction "based upon date 
provided in said database" (lines 3-4). There is no antecedent basis for a date; 
therefore, it is not clear where the date comes from or what it represents. Alternatively, 
should the date actually be written as "data"? 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-6, 8, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Atomic Software Inc.'s ecomPort payment gateway, as disclosed in the following 
references: 

(a) "ETA Selects MIST to Provide Wireless Terminals at ETA Mid-Year 
Conference" 

(b) "Wireless Payment Gateway Service from Atomic Software" 

(c) "Wireless Credit Card Processing for Under $500.00" 
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(d) "Electronic Transaction Association to Use MIST Freedom II Terminals at 
Annual Meeting and Exposition in San Diego" 

(e) "Credit-Card Authorization On the Go" 

Atomic Software Inc.'s ecomPort payment gateway discloses a system for 
controlling the processing of credit card and debit card transactions, between various 
types of point-of-sale terminal devices initiating the transactions transmitted ultimately to 
a plurality of credit card processors through a plurality of gateway networks, comprising: 
[Claim 1] a credit card server in communication with the plurality of gateways and 
the credit card processors, said credit card server receiving a credit card or debit card 
transaction request from the point-of-sale terminal devices through the plurality of 
gateway networks, said credit card server processing the transaction and sending the 
transaction to any of the credit processors, said credit card server communicating with 
the terminal devices indicating the disposition of each of the transactions ("ETA Selects 
MIST to Provide Wireless Terminals at ETA Mid-Year Conference": U 4); 

a database connected to said credit card server for maintaining and reading 
information relating to the transactions and the point-of-sale terminal devices ("ETA 
Selects MIST to Provide Wireless Terminals at ETA Mid-Year Conference": H 4 - The 
ability to review transaction detail and batch reports as well as see up to one year of 
transaction history online implies the existence of a database to store the recited 
information); and 
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a transaction manager connected to said credit card server for managing a 
website allowing the merchant associated with each of the point-of-sale terminal 
devices to view their respective transactions as well as voiding the transactions ("ETA 
Selects MIST to Provide Wireless Terminals at ETA Mid-Year Conference": If 4; 
"Wireless Payment Gateway Service from Atomic Software": ffll 1-4); 
[Claim 2] wherein a display is associated with the point-of-sale terminal devices, 
allowing the merchant to view their respective transactions ("ETA Selects MIST to 
Provide Wireless Terminals at ETA Mid-Year Conference": If 4; "Wireless Payment 
Gateway Service from Atomic Software": fflf 1-4); 

[Claim 3] wherein the respective transactions are viewed in real time ("ETA Selects 
MIST to Provide Wireless Terminals at ETA Mid-Year Conference": If 4; "Wireless 
Payment Gateway Service from Atomic Software": 1-4); 
[Claim 4] wherein at least one of the point-of-sale terminal devices encrypt 
information transmitted over said gateway networks ("Wireless Payment Gateway 
Service from Atomic Software": fflf 1-4; "Wireless Credit Card Processing for Under 
$500.00": U 7 - Communications conducted throughout the process are secure, which 
implies that information is encrypted and decrypted among communicating parties); 
[Claim 5] wherein said encrypted information is decrypted by said credit card server 
("Wireless Payment Gateway Service from Atomic Software": Iffl 1-4; "Wireless Credit 
Card Processing for Under $500.00": U 7 - Communications conducted throughout the 
process are secure, which implies that information is encrypted and decrypted among 
communicating parties); 
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[Claim 6] wherein information included in the transaction is authenticated by said 
credit card server ("Wireless Payment Gateway Service from Atomic Software": 1-4; 
"Wireless Credit Card Processing for Under $500.00": H 7 - Communications conducted 
throughout the process are secure, which implies that information is encrypted and 
decrypted among communicating parties); 

[Claim 8] wherein said credit card server would encrypt at least a portion of the 
information included in the transactions prior to entering this information in said 
database ("Wireless Payment Gateway Service from Atomic Software": Iffl 1-4; 
"Wireless Credit Card Processing for Under $500.00": H 7 - Communications conducted 
throughout the process are secure, which implies that information is encrypted and 
decrypted among communicating parties, including prior to settlement of a transaction 
as part of the payment verification process. The database includes data regarding 
actual settlement of transactions, thereby implying that stored data is at some point 
encrypted prior to entering at least a portion of the information included in the 
transactions prior to entering this information in the database); 
[Claim 9] further including a plurality of credit card processors in connection with 
said credit card server ("ETA Selects MIST to Provide Wireless Terminals at ETA Mid- 
Year Conference": H 4; "Wireless Payment Gateway Service from Atomic Software": fflj 
1-4; "Wireless Credit Card Processing for Under $500.00": Iffl 5, 6). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 7 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Atomic Software Inc.'s ecomPort payment gateway, as disclosed in the following 
references: 

(a) "ETA Selects MIST to Provide Wireless Terminals at ETA Mid-Year 
Conference" 

(b) "Wireless Payment Gateway Service from Atomic Software" 

(c) "Wireless Credit Card Processing for Under $500.00" 

(d) "Electronic Transaction Association to Use MIST Freedom II Terminals at 
Annual Meeting and Exposition in San Diego" 

(e) "Credit-Card Authorization On the Go", 

as applied to claims 1-6, 8, and 9 above, in view of Official Notice. 

[Claim 7] Atomic Software Inc.'s ecomPort payment gateway does not explicitly 
disclose that said credit card server denies a transaction if said information included in 
the transaction is incorrect, based upon date provided in said database; however, 
Atomic Software Inc.'s ecomPort payment gateway does allow merchants to 
interactively adjust transactions, including voids and returns ("ETA Selects MIST to 



Application/Control Number: 10/658,405 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3692 

Provide Wireless Terminals at ETA Mid-Year Conference": If 4). Official Notice is taken 
that it was old and well-known in the financial transaction art at the time of Applicant's 
invention to void a transaction when entered transaction data is incorrect. The 
Examiner submits that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of Applicant's invention to modify Atomic Software Inc.'s ecomPort payment 
gateway such that said credit card server denies a transaction if said information 
included in the transaction is incorrect, based upon date provided in said database, in 
order to enable a merchant to void a transaction for which transaction data (including a 
date) was erroneously entered. Such a practice promotes good customer service and 
facilitates accurate payments. 

[Claim 10] Atomic Software Inc.'s ecomPort payment gateway does not explicitly 
disclose that said credit card server is provided with a decision table used to decide 
which of said plurality of credit card processors would receive a particular transaction. 
However, Atomic Software Inc.'s ecomPort payment gateway does allow merchants to 
select any of the major credit card processors to process a transaction ("Wireless Credit 
Card Processing for Under $500.00": If 6) and "the ecomPort gateway service routes 
transactions from the point of sale to the merchant's credit, debit and check processors" 
("ETA Selects MIST to Provide Wireless Terminals at ETA Mid-Year Conference": If 4). 
Furthermore, Official Notice is taken that it was old and well-known in the financial 
transaction art at the time of Applicant's invention to access a decision table to 
determine which payment server to use. Since Atomic Software Inc.'s ecomPort 
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payment gateway handles various credit card processors as well as debit and check 
transactions, the Examiner submits that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to modify Atomic Software Inc.'s 
ecomPort payment gateway such that said credit card server is provided with a decision 
table used to decide which of said plurality of credit card processors would receive a 
particular transaction in order to facilitate quick and accurate routing of each transaction 
to the proper processor. 

Conclusion 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susanna M. Diaz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6733. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Abdi can be reached on (571) 272-6702. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/658,405 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3692 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Susanna M. Diaz/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3692 



